BATTERY PARK CITY, LOWER MANHATTAN, NEW YORK
The 100-acre Battery Park City was built chiefly on dredged sand hydraulic fill over organic silt on the Hudson River waterfront. Preplanning of the infrastructure elements, ganged on pile-supported roadway platforms or on stabilized fill, allowed the site to be subdivided for various development modes. These included smaller groupings, forming in effect, intimate city neighborhoods. These environmental and social impacts have frequently been poorly estimated or neglected in planning and design. The role of infrastructure as a factor shaping urban development is poorly understood, as are the economic and social costs of inserting new systems into already developed areas. Research can enhance our ability to avoid or mitigate adverse impacts of infrastructure.
